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News and Events
 

Suncoast Alumni Club Summer & Fall Preview 

The Suncoast Alumni Club hopes you are safe and well. These are challenging and uncertain times 
for the club, all Buckeyes and the nation. Amid concerns over the coronavirus outbreak and at the 
request of the Ohio State University Alumni Association, we have chosen to suspend in-person club 
events recently and for a period of time. Thank you for your understanding as we work with OSUAA 
to keep our Buckeye family safe. Many virtual opportunities are available through the Ohio State 
University Alumni Association and can be found by visiting 
https://www.osu.edu/alumni/activities-and-events/virtual-engagement.html 
We remain optimistic there will be a 2020 Buckeye football season. We look forward to getting back 
together in the future and seeing everyone at our Game Day locations for another great football 
season. 
 
The focus of this bulletin is our 2020 Scholarship Recipients. As there is not much to report for past 
and future events, I have asked them to tell us how they have been impacted and their plans for the 
summer and the future. Please read further to hear from our great Tampa Bay students and the best 
and brightest Buckeyes. They are the future! This year the Suncoast Alumni Club awarded $18,000 
in scholarships to our Ohio State students. We could not do it without your support. We thank you. 
  

Suncoast Alumni Club Board 
The Suncoast Alumni Club has once again completed all the required criteria of The Ohio State 
University Alumni Association to become a 2020-2021 Scarlet and Gray level club (the highest level). 
This award will be presented at the national Symposium in the fall. 
 
Elections for the Suncoast Alumni Club board members for 2020-2021 will be held in July.  
I would like to invite you to consider becoming part of the Suncoast Alumni Club board, as part of the 
executive team, a director or event leader. Planning for 2021 will be extremely important as we have 
an uncertain future for the football season, game watch and raising money for the scholarship fund. 
On a personal note, I will turn 72 in October and I would like to see other Buckeyes in the leadership 
role with fresh, new ideas. Please consider your participation in this great club and contact 
tampabaybuckeyes@gmail.com if you are interested. 
 
Please follow us on the Suncoast Alumni Club website (Suncoast.Alumni.osu.edu), our Facebook 
pages and Instagram for the latest information on events or other club information. 
 
We are always looking to hear from you. Please email your questions, comments, suggestions, or 
Buckeye news to tampaclub@osu.edu.  



2/9/2020 B1G TopGolf Fund Raiser 
TopGolf, Brandon - Suncoast Alumni Club members and Big Ten area alumni clubs got together for 
a fun afternoon at TopGolf.  It was a great opportunity to socialize, swing the golf clubs, meet other 
Big Ten supporters and raise money for several charitable organizations. 
 

3/1/2020 Tampa Bay Vipers vs. D. C. Defenders 
Raymond James Stadium - A group of over 40 Suncoast Alumni Club members and Buckeye fans 
joined in support of Cardale Jones and other former Buckeye football players. The event included a 
pregame tailgate, an exciting XFL match up, and a postgame meet up with Cardale for autographs 
and pictures. 
 
3/10/2020 Buck-I-SERV 
Buck-I-SERV students joined club members and got together at Quaker Steak and Lube to have a 
fun filled night at “All You Can Eat Wing Night”. Thanks again to those students for making a better 
environment here in Tampa Bay. 

Suncoast Alumni Club Past Events-2020 
t 

The purpose in providing scholarships is to support local candidates with aspirations to attend OSU. 
Our scholarship support has students from the counties of Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and 
Hernando for the past 25 years. Each student must meet certain criteria such as strong academic 
achievement, well rounded High School activity, strong community service and receive high 
recommendations from teachers associated with their high school success. Please read on to learn 
in their own words about our fantastic 2020 recipients. 
 
Bethany Schneider 
During the long drive from Tampa to Columbus, I could not help but worry about the year ahead. I 
was starting college! This was something I had been looking forward to this my entire life. Thoughts 
of living with new roommates, classes, and being so far from home raced through my mind. Move-in 
day came and went and then I was on my own for the first time. It felt weird at first, but soon enough 
I started to become friends with my roommates and room 1056 of Taylor Tower began to feel like 
home much faster than I expected. My new schedule was difficult to get used to. Instead of having 
designated lunch times, I was now responsible for figuring out when to eat and where to go between 
classes. I quickly found that North Campus has the best Dining Hall, Traditions at Scott. I spent 
most of my lunches there trying not to clean them out of tater tots. As someone who has been to 
small schools all her life, going from class to class without recognizing anyone was difficult. 
Eventually I began to make more friends in and out of class and I would catch a familiar face here 
and there and I did not feel as alone. As the first semester faded into the second, I was ready to 
finish my first year strong. Then, as we all know, everyone’s plans went a bit askew around March 
of 2020. I was upset to have to move out early, leave all my friends, and begin learning through my 
computer screen. Eventually I began to get used to the new way of life and online learning did not 
feel as bad anymore. My first year surely ended much differently than I had expected, but I did not 
lose every aspect of campus life. I have kept in touch with my roommates, and I am planning to 
continue my Dungeons and Dragons campaign online throughout the Summer. I do miss seeing 
everyone in-person, but I am glad that I can still interact with my friends and professors even though 
we are many miles apart. My first year has been difficult. New classes and living in a different state 
have proved to be challenging, but support from my family, friends, and instructors to help me 
through and made my first year at Ohio State one I will never forget. 
 

The Suncoast Alumni Club Scholarship Fund 
 



  

Anna Dorey 
Hello, Suncoast Alumni! First and foremost, I hope you all are well. As most of you know, I am a 
music performance major. Many of you can imagine the difficulties that could have in times of 
sudden online courses. I have been making many videos in which I play duets, trios, and even 
quartets with myself through video and audio editing! I also have been teaching many private 
lessons to middle school and high school students over FaceTime and Zoom. Even though these 
times have been hard, I have been trying to maintain my positivity through music. 
 
Like many people, I had several summer plans suddenly changed or cancelled. Lucky for me I 
have found multiple opportunities that still exist. I was recently accepted into the auditioned Miami 
Classical Music Festival, which will be done virtually this year. I will also be attending a virtual 
workshop through the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York in which I will be able to 
take lessons and masterclasses from multiple professionals in the orchestral field. This fall brings 
me to my senior year at OSU! I will also start to take auditions towards entering a program for my 
Master’s degree. I am so excited for my final year here at THE Ohio State University. Thank you all 
for being a part of my journey! 
 
Andrew Connors 
This summer, I was planning on interning with the federal government. However, due to 
coronavirus, the internship I had received a conditional offer for was cancelled. Now, I am planning 
on taking summer classes if I am unable to find an internship in the Columbus area in the coming 
weeks.  
Spring semester proved to be the most difficult thus far academically, even before coronavirus. I 
am finally finishing up the foundational courses for computer science and will be getting into my 
specialization courses starting in the fall. I am excited to start classes in the fall, hopefully on 
campus. I am also intending on adding a minor in security and intelligence in the fall and am 
looking forward to taking those classes. 
 
Danielle Gorddard 
I would love to talk a little bit about my time this year at OSU! It was my first year, and I am a 
transfer student from a small school in Pittsburgh.  My mom is an OSU alumnus, which is why the 
university was in my radar. My senior year of high school, my mom took me to tour OSU and see a 
football game (UNLV, not a “high profile” game but I just felt so lucky to get to go!) As an outsider, 
what struck me a the most was the COMMUNITY. They say all universities are a community; but I 
had toured 15 university’s, and none was like THE Ohio State. As the plane landed the captain of 
the plane yelled “OH!” and a packed plane of people yelled back “IO!” (Save the one man in the 
back who yelled “Go Blue” but, let’s be honest, nobody else even heard him over the victorious 
shout of the Buckeyes.)  At the game, I listened to my mom and the stands above and below us 
sing Carmen Ohio and I Wanna Go Back, I watched Script Ohio. And then I promptly went to my 
hotel room and submitted my application. When I didn’t get into Ohio State, I was heartbroken, but 
resilient. Because I knew I belonged in the stands singing with as much pride as everyone else 
there. This year, I was lucky enough to join the Buckeye Nation. It’s truly unique and like nothing I 
have ever experienced. I just cannot wait to head back to Columbus and continue my time at THE 
Ohio State University. 
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Pay it forward is an expression for describing the beneficiary of a good deed repaying it to others 
instead of to the original benefactor. The history of the expression goes back to ancient Greece, 
described by the likes of Benjamin Franklin and Ralph Waldo Emerson. But we most remember it as 
misquoted by our beloved Woody Hayes, “You can pay back only seldom. You can always pay 
forward, and you must pay line for line, deed for deed, and cent for cent." He also shortened the 
(mis)quotation into "You can never pay back; but you can always pay forward" and variants. 
Contributions can be made by going to the Ohio State University web site or directly to our fund using 
this link:  
https://www.giveto.osu.edu/makeagift/?Source_Code=AA-0-OSUAAClub-ON-S&Fund=306120 
 

Paying Forward – An Ohio State Tradition 
 

OSU Suncoast Alumni Club, 612 Bayshore Drive, Tarpon Springs, FL 34689  
Email us at: TampaClub@osu.edu 

 Visit the Website at: Suncoast.Alumni.osu.edu  

 Facebook Fan Page at: www.facebook.com/tampabaybuckeyes/ 
Facebook Group Page at: www.facebook.com/groups/tampabaybuckeyes/  

Twitter:  @osutampabay     Instagram: ohiostatesuncoastalumni_tampa 
 

The 2020 Suncoast Alumni Club Scholarship Recipients 
 

Bethany Schneider     Sarah Munger 
 

Alex Zhong      Andrew Connors 
 
Anna Dorey      Danielle Gorddard 

 
Emily Flake      Kendall Sharp 


